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HE Author of the follow- 
ing Pages would not. have 
appeard 1n Print upon this Occa- 
ſion, had any other Pamphlet upon 
this Subject appear'd. The Rea- 
der will find here a new Tranſla- 
tion of the Manifeſto and Reaſons, 
which it is hop'd will greatly con- 
tribute to his ace, a right Judg- 
ment of the Point in Queſtion, the 
former Tranſlation being unjuſt and 
falſe, and apt to miſlead thoſe who 


are 
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** "The PREFACE. 


{ ate unacquainted with French, inte 


{© 1 1 + 
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| | Miſtakes, both as to the Facts and 

tze Reaſoning. The Author . 
not ſee any other Copy of the Ma- 
nifeſto, than that publiſh'd in HE 
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© *- ariſe from the Subject. 
I ſhall paſs by all er 
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Acts of a Government, exhibiting the 


Reaſons of its Conduct. Therefore 
they are regularly communicated: to every 


Quarrel; but I can find no Inſtance 


wherein upon the Eve of a War any Go- 


vernment affected by a Manifeſto have 
ſuffer d that Manifeſto to be publiſh'd in 


Reaſons why this Manifeſto has been pub- 


lich d here without any Interpoſition of 
the higher Powers, who are ever vigilant 


to ſuppreſs whatever calls in queſtion the 
Rights of this Nation, the Juſtice of his 
Majeſty, or their own Authority, if writ- 


ten by a Subject of Britain, I ſhall look 


upon the Conduct of our Government in 


this Inſtance in a favourable Lighc for the 
Miniſtry. - I ſhall therefore £onfider this 
Manifeſto as an Appeal to che Senfe of the 


Nation, and ſhall ppoſe that the Go- 


vernment by ics Indulgence has for once 


gore? condeſcended ſo far as to let the 


cople fairly ice both Sides of the Queſ. 
tion; and if any on ſhall be inter- 


ſhall be ſuch as naturally ang unavoidably 


in this Light, they 


Power not immediately intereſted, in the | 


their Dominions. Whatever may. be the 
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val Remarks un 
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_ ſeems evidently to have been written „ | 
bone who never was in France, and Wits - 


55 
ts 1 fü 
the unbecoming Stile, the falſe Prone 4 | 
and the bad Engliſb, in which this Mani- 


feſto, and the Reaſons. with the 
Tranſlation, are couchd. The F eich 


never could write nor ſpeak that 5 
guage; and the Engli/b appears to b the" 
Compoſition of one who never attemptec 
I  Damed? writing above a Gazetteer, | - 8 
tions, the Inſults, and 5 4 ” 
"the hr Ars rag committed by he Sy- 
* niards upon the Subjects of Grat Bri-. 75 by 
2 I believe there will net be ſome 
y Inſtances of ſo great Impudence ag HW 
Ee is contain'd in the  firtyParagraphy pP - | > 
this Manifeſto. * 4 
Our Pefire, ſays theo 521 Author 
< to preſęrve the Tranquillity 1 Burg "MJ 2H 
* and Peace in our own Dominions, has * _ 
* induc'd us forſothe Time paſt; to com- 
e mit à Kind af Violence on the Delicacy | 


« of Honour, * the c 


ntereſts.” 
Tall not :nfif on the Aal guy, 2 
not Nonſenſe of the laſt Expreſſion, ws . 1 


proceed to the ſecond es Ma” * R 
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n agitated by domeſtic Diviſions, 
© has, perhaps without knowing them to 
be ſo unjuſt as they really are, carry'd 
on her Complaints ſo obſtinately, that 


had not the Sincerity of our . 1 
been determin'd rather by the 107 
of the above Conſideration than of 


Inſtances, theſe Diſputes, with the 


ſtrongeſt Proyocation on our Side, muſt 


cer now have proceeded to a fatal Rup- 
ture. The Anſwers we gave to her 
Miniſters, and our Condeſcenſions to 
her Propoſals, ſuch as admitting of the 


Regulation made at London of the mu- 


== Demands, without regarding either 


the exceſſive Over- valuation of her 


Prizes, nor the undervaluing of ours 


only to ohtain Peace by the moderate 


Means of diſſembling this Advantage in 
Favour of that Crown, are ſo many 
evident Proofs of what we have ad- 


vanced. The reſt of the Negotiation 
was on our Part conſiſtent with ſo noble 
a Sincerity. The Engliſh Miniſters 


reckon'd the Debt due to us by the 


ef South-Sea-Company, as making up 4 
Part of the Payment of the Ballance 


due by | us; — tho upon that Com- 
pany's Refuſal to pay it, we might have 


made Uſe of that Refuſal as a Pretext 


e to 


4 
* to break the other Terms, yet they well 
* know that we ſent Orders to Don 
« Thomas. Geraldino to borrow ninety 
ce five thouſand Pounds upon Intereſt, that 
« we. might fulfil our Engagements. 
This 88 deſerves the moſt ſeri- 
' ous Conſideration. We here find that the 
Diviſions ſubſiſting in England, or in other 
Words, the Behaviour 01 the Party in 
Oppoſition to the Court, was the Realon 
why England blindly and ignorantly de- 


4 manded Satisfaction from Spain, and con- 


ſequently, why Spain would never be 
brought to grant it. There is no Man 
who has been ever ſo little converſant in 
blic Affairs fince this Convention way 
n'd, who does not know that this was 
at that Time, and has ever fince been, the 
Language of one Party. A very great 
Man was heard to ſay ſeveral times, That 
tho' he thought the Convention was a juſt 
and ſolid Foundation for a Peace with 
| Spain, yet when be ſaw the Oppoſition made 
to it, be deſpair'd of the Nation's having a 
Peace upon equal Terms. Let any Man 
compare this Declaration with the Expreſ- 
fion I have taken from the Manifeſto, and 
he will find that both breath the ſame Spi- 
tit, and ſpeak the fame Language. An in- 
famous Mealare was enter d into, and its 
| _ 


Inefficacy of that Step to theſe Cauſes, 
be laid it upon thoſe in the Oppoſition: 5 


. the Nation; © Gentlemen, It is owing to 


[6] 
Infamy was expos d by the honeſt well- 
meaning Part of the Nation. But tho 
the Legiſlature, for good Reaſons, did not 


think fit to ſubjeQ it to any public Cen- 


fure, yet the Miniſter was ſo conſcious of 


its Inexpediency, and of its being abſo- 
lately againſt the Common-Senſe of the 


8 Nation, that he was beforehand with his 


Opponents, and inſtead of imputing the 


The good Underſtanding that has always 
ſubſiſted betwixt the Britanic and Spaniſh 


Miniſters, would not ſuffer the = to 


give their goed Friend the Lie. Accord- 
mgly we find his Cathokc Majeſty telling 


« your own blind Obſtinacy in oppoſing 
% your Miniſty that I have not thought 
« your Demands juſt. Had your Mini- 
ic ſters and mine alone decided the Diffe- 
ie rences betwixt us, all would have been 
© well: But as the People, who have no 
« Buſineſs in theſe Matters, have inte- 
© reſted themſelves, I think myſelf ab- 
te ſolvd from my n This 
is the plain and natural Tendency of What 
we have heard on this Subject, both in 
this Manifeſto and elſewhere. And this 


Paſſage can be calculated for no other End 
| than 


[7] 


than to ſerve as a Vindication of the Mi- 
niſters of our Court from the Mouth. of 
the Enemies of our Country. | 
The Mention that is made of the Ex- 
orbitancy of the Britiſb, and the Modera- 
tion of the Span: niſh Demands ſerves to.the 
fame Purpoſe, and is equally ridiculous. It 
is evident that a Conceſſion to any exor- 
bitant Demands of our Merchants was ſo 


far from being granted on the Part of 


Spain, that no leſs than a hundred and 
eighty five thouſand Pound was ſtruck off 
from the juſt Demands, beſides there not 
being allow d a Shilling for their Loſs. of 
Time, I nterru tion of. Trade, and vaſt 
Expence of Sollicitations. . 
In the remaining Part of this Para- 
graph, together with great Encomiums on 
his Catholic Majeſty's Juſtice, we find a 
very G 1 —— blab d out, viz. 
That the Miniſtry at the Court of Lon- 
don look d upon the ſixty eight thouſand 
Pounds due to the King of Spain by the 
South-Sea-Company, as Part of the Money 
that was to be paid by Spain to our faffer- 
ing Merchants. If this be true, the World 
may judge of the Sincerity of certain Gen- 
tlemen, who on all Occaſions; and in all 
Place, both in Speeches, and Writing 8. * 
clar 


n 


che Convention was ſign d at the Pard) 


3 


clar'd that the Payment, of the not Pay 1 

ment of the ſixty eight thouſand Pounds E 
was a ſeparate Tranſaction from the ninety 
five thouſand Pounds ftipulated by the 
Convention; which was to 10 55 12 85 whe- 
ther the ſixty eight thouſand Pounds was 
allowed by the South-Sea-Comp 


any or not. 
The next Paragraph proceeds, in the 
following Terms, 2 Immediately after 


«and ratified at Lonabn, we faithfully | 
© order d our Squadrons to be laid up; we 
5 ſent the Directions that were agreed on 

© to Florida, and I fulfiltd all that was 
« incumbent upon me. Exgland obſetvi 
tc a quite different Conduct, and doubtleſs 
de repenting her calling home Adtniral 
« Haddoct's Squadron from the Medite- 
% '-2nea#i; 'order'd it to be ſtation'd at G. 
ow berulter, a more proper Place for exetut- 
ing the Defign, that by all outward 
« Appearances was then in Agitation (and 

has been fince actually dilcover'd) and 
ic jn the mean Time ſent * no 1 4 
. to Carolina. The Byitiſt King, 1 
ported the Tranſactions 0 the | 
ve Sen: Company, locking upon their Inte- 
4e reſts as the oncerns + his own Crown 
"whereas they were, before the” _— 


—— 


e 


r LS a 4 4&4. ie 
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e fion of the Convention regarded only 
_ « ag a Matter of private Property.” 


We have in this Paragraph another 
Piece of ſecret Hiſtory, which is abſo- _ 


lutely contradictory to the open Proteſta- 
tions of the Miniſtry here. For it is no- 


torious, that when there was a Report, im- 
mediately after ſigning the Convention, of 
Haddocls being recall'd from the Medite- 
ranean, and when certain Gentlemen were 
charg'd with this in Parliament, they ab- 
ſolutely refus'd it. One Right Honour- 
able Perſon in particular, who had the 
greateſt Opportunities of knowing the 
moſt important Secrets of that Tranſac- 
tion, affirming, that be never heard of any 


furh' Defign before be heard it mention'd' in 
_ that Houſe. We ſhall therefore leave this 


Matter of Fact to be decided betwixt the 
Miniſters of the two Crowns. Bat I can- 
not-paſs over this Head without obſerving, 
that either his ' Catholic Majeſty is very 
impudent, or our Miniſtry have been 

imprudent. For if no dation has 4 
agreed upon that Admiral Hades Squa- 


dron ſhould be recall'd, it is the moſt groſs 


Impoſition in the World, the higheſt In- 
dignity to his Majeſty to infiſt on any ſuch 
Stipulation, If on the other Hand; any 

. C n 


I. 20 
Promiſe of that kind was either implicitly 
ö or explicitly made by the Miniſters of 
| Britain, it proves them guilty of the high- 
ö eſt Abſurdity in Politics, and the moſt 


| ſcandalous Breach of Truſt. The Con- 
} vention was no other than a Preliminary 
[ to a definitive: Treaty, in which there was 
| properly but one expreſs Stipulation, vig. 
| The Payment of the ninety five thouſand 
Pounds, and even that Stipulation was then 
| unfulfilled. How abſurd therefore muſt 
| it have been in our Miniſtry, if, upon the 
Spantards barely . condeſcending to treat 
upon ſome Terms or other, our, Miniſtry 
had conſented to recal and deprive them- 
{elves of the Means which the Nation had 
ſo generouſly furniſh'd them, for treatin 
upon juſt and-honourable Terms. It ruſt 
be own'd: that the Convention was uſher'd 
into-the World with the ſame Pomp, the 
ſame Confidence, the ſame Air of Tri- 
umph, as if it had been a definitive Treaty 
on the moſt advantagious Foot to Great 
Britain. And ſo determin'd were certain 
Gentlemen to make its Stipulations as 
irrevocable as poſſible, that the Meeting 
of the Parliament was actually put off 
till the Ratifications ſhould be exchang'd. 
Whether or not theſe Gentlemen were 
44 | ; really 


[77 ] 

really convinc'd in their own Conſciences 

that this Convention would anſwer all the 
juſt Ends that have been pointed out by 
the Parliament the Seſſion before, or if 
they thought to have cramm'd it, uner- 
amin d and uncenſur d, down the Throats 
of an unſuſpecting People, I cannot deter- 
mine. But when one reflects upon the 
Diſpoſitions and Behaviour of theſe Gen- 
tlemen at that Time, he may be tempted 
to imagine that all that vaſt Confidence of 
Succeſs might have occaſion d ſome ſuch 
Promiſe as what his Catbolic Majeſty ſeems 
to charge on our Miniſtry ; but for my 
own Part, I cannot believe it, till I ſee better 
Proof than a bare Aſſertion. As to his Catbo- 
lic Majeſty's owning the ninety five thou- 
ſand Pounds to be paid at London, and bor- 
row'd by Don Thomas Geraldino upon In- 
tereſt, I have purpoſedly reſerv'd the Confi- 
deration of that Point to this Article. For 
if that Sum was to be paid only on the 
Conſideration of our recalling Haddect's 
Squadron from the Mediterranean, his 
Catholic Majeſty ſeems to have been in no 
Danger of being a Shilling out of Pocket. 
But if. on the other Hand, the ninety five 
thouſand Pounds was order'd abſolutely 
and unconditionally. to be paid, I cannot fee. 
1 C 2 how 


TP) 


how the Miniſtry would have refuſed to 
accept af it without betraying the Intereſts 
of the Merchants. Be that as it will, the 
Event of this Non- payment is a full Juſ- 
tification. of thoſe who in their Oppoſi- 
tion to the Convention diſcover'd-a mean 
Opinion both of the King of Spain's Sin- 
cerity and our Miniſter's Abilities: For it 
appears upon the Face of this Manifeſto, 
that one or — muſt be the Reaſon why 
- the Nation has yet receiy d no Satisfaction, 
and if either was, the to that 
| Meaſure is fully juſtify d. 
The Expreiiion of the Britiſh King 
is very extraordinary, and I] believe unpre- 
cedented. During the late Wars, Lewis 
XIV. was always ſtyl'd in England the 
French King, bonus the Titles of the 
EKing of Britain ſuppos d another King of 
France; but his Catholic Majeſty ſure can 
have no ſuch Reaſon in his Eye for this 


unuſual Alteration in a wa and uſual 


Practice. As to what is inſmuated about 
his Majeſty. looking upon the Rights of 

the. South-Sea-Company- as a Concern of 
his own Crown, it can only ſerve to raiſe 
the higheſt Indignation againſt thoſe who 
were found ſo wicked as to repreſent the 
Nbferyance © of a ſolemn Tregty in any other 


Light; 


Time we ſhall proceed to the next Para- 


hs Theſe. Proofs of Inconſiſtency in 
« their Intentions, oblig d us in the Begin- 


% Marqu 


* Great Britain at our Court, how much 
* the Stay of Admiral Haddochs Squa- 
© dron at Gibrafter would render the 

de whole Convention ineffectual, notwith- 
* ſtanding all the Securities that night be 


. ͤ A ⁵-— ˙ ü ꝛůmä ̃ v' nz ñů p ·¶ 


fig] 


Light; but this Point wilt deſerve: ſome 
farther Conſiderations} hereafter. Mean 


« ning of laſt April to declare by our firſt 
« Secretary of State, and diſpatches the 
is Villarias to Mr. Keen Mini- 
« ſter, Plenipotentiary of the King of 


« offer d: And finding theſe Infinuations 


* inſufficient to check the Danger that 
„ threaten'd, we refoly'd that our Plene- 
 -** potentiaries in their firſt Conferences 


« with thoſe of Great Britain, ſhoald in 
{© fuller Terms repeat this Declaration, in 
* order to remove from' 6urſelves all the 


% Blame of the Stipulations being unfulfil- 


* led. The Effects of fo becoming a Con- 


e duct were not ſuch as might have been 
e expected, but rather agreed with what 
England has obſerv d, as we havealready 


cc mention'd in Subſtance'; which is, that 


ff Orders were given to Admiral Haddock 
| e Ro 


C C 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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( 14 ] 
cruize with his Squadron between Cape 
St. Vincent and Cape St. Mary, to wait 


for and intercept the Aſegue Ships; to 


publiſh Repriſals in indecent Terms at 
London, and actually to put them in 
Execution, as is evident from the au- 


thentic Depoſitions of thoſe who have 
felt their Effects. As our great Pati- 
"ence has been thus provok'd, and as it 
would be a Diſgrace for us at preſent, 
to ſuffer our Power and Sovereignty to 
remain longer in our hitherto obſerv'd 
Inaction, we are determin'd, that Re- 


priſals ſhall in like manner be made in 


our Dominions and by our Subjects, 
' wherever they ſhall meet with the Ships, 


Goods and Effects of the King or Sub- 


jects of Great Britain, they obſerving 
the Rules that ſhall be laid down in the 


circular Orders to be iflaed out for that 


Effect. And in order that this our Re- 


ſolution, and our powerful Induce- 
ments to the ſame may be made known 


to the World, we have thought proper 


to make it public in the foregoing Man- 


ner.” Given at Hagfonſo, Auguſt the 

20th I * LM INK 13 

| 5 739 T the King | . 
Underneath 


Don Schaſtian de la Ouadre. 
There 


„Em 


There needs but fe Obſervations upon 
this Article, it having ſo great relation with 
the preceding. If any Promiſe was made 
that our Squadron was to return after the 
Convention was fign'd, and before any one 
Stipulation in it was fulfilled, his Catholic 
Majeſty had all the Reaſon in the World 
to get rid of ſo troubleſome Neighbours as 
ſoon as he could. But I can never believe 
but that this Promiſe is a Sham invented 
ſince to excuſe their Breach of Faith; for 
when a Motion was made in Parliament 
that his Majeſty ſhould be addreſs d, that 
he would be graciouſly pleas'd to inform 
them if the ninety five thouſand Pounds 
was paid, and if it was not paid, to know 
the Reaſons of the Non-payment ; I fay, 
when this Motion was made, it is noto- 
rious that the Houſe was inform d by 
Authority of his Majeſty, that the Spa- 
niadrs had neither paid the Money, nor 
given any Reaſons for their not paying it. 
Now: if the Spamards had ſo plauſible a 
Pretext for not paying it, as an unfulfill'd 
Promiſe from us that Admiral Haddock 
ſhould be recall'd from the Mediterranean, 
it is not to be ſuppos d from any Principle 
of Common Senſe, that they would have 
conceal'd it. On the other Hand, if they 


have 


[ 16 


have that Reaſon for not paying the Mo- 
ney, we cannot without leffecting highly 
upon the Honour of his Majeſty and his 
Miniſtry, ſuppoſe that — would have 
conceal'd fo material an Information from 


the Parliament, Thus we :ſce that we 


either have been dealing all along with a 
People who has the ——— to impoſe 
upon us the moſt ſhameful Terms, and 
the Perfidy not to obſerve one Stipulation 
on her own Part, or we have been directed 
by a Miniſtry, who to cook up one Poor, 
it can't be calbd annual, but monthly 
Expedient, have proſtituted the Honour, 
betray d the Intereſt, and impos d upon 
the Senſe of the Nation. The remaining 
Part of this Article is mere Form. His 
Catholic Majeſty complaining of the inde- 
cent Stile of the Order for Repriſals at 
London, is rank Spaniſh Affectation, and 
his Order for Repriſals in all Parts of his 


Dominions, is no more than what has in 


ſome Parts of them been yu in Practice 
theſe twenty Years, 
We ſhall now d to conſider whe 

his Majeſty is pleas d to ſtile his Reaſons 
for not paying the ninety five -choufand 
Pounds, and proceed in the ſame Manner 
we an hitherto obſery'd, N91) 


cc It 


„ 
4 It ought to be ſuppos d that this Con- 
vention is an Agreement to Obliga- 
„ tions which are reciprocal; and con- 
* ſequently that when either of the con- 
* traQting Parties fails in the Execution, 
* this Failure abſolves the other from his 
ee Obligation to perform his Part, and the 
* firſt who fails, furniſhes the other with 
« a Pretext to fail likewiſe: And it being 
* naturally to be concluded, that Great 
_«. Britain having been the firſt who fail d, 
« and contraven'd moſt of the Articles 
© ſtipulated in the Convention, and thoſe 

e on which the ſigning of it was found- 
e ed, it has furniſh'd Spain likewiſe with 
« Reaſons not to execute her Part,” 

His Catholic Majeſty here argues very 
illogically. For he takes it for granted, that 
the Britiſb Court has contraven d the 
Convention before he gives one Inſtance of 
it. In the next Place, according to his 
own- Definition, he himſelf has contra- 

ven'd it; for all the Contraventions he has 

- hitherts alledged, are Contraventions of 
Articles not ſtipulated in the Convention, 

ſuch as the recalling Admiral Haddoct's 
Squadron, and the Non-payment of the 
ſixty eight thouſand Pounds; ſo that if the 


2 alone is to be regarded; his 
D Catholic 


oa 


.cc 


11 
Catholic Majeſty-i is certainly the firſt Con- 
travener, and according to his own Max- 
ims, has turniſh'd England with juſt Rea- 


ſons for not obſerving it on her Part. a 
«© The firſt Contravention on the Part 


«-of Great Britain regards the Beginning 


e of the Convention, where it is ſaid, 


That the two Kings having nothing ſo much 


at Heart as to continue and to eſtabliſh the 


good Correſpondence that bas ſo happily ab- 
Aided between them, have agreed by their Mi- 


niſters to labour inceſſantly to effelugte jo 
defirable an End. By Virtue of this reci- 
“ procal Piſpoſijion the Brits Court 


« arm'd her Fleet. But underſtanding 


e that the Order from London had been. 


i countermanded, ſhe began to 

&« that the Clamour of the People, and of 
« the Party in Oppoſition to the Miniſter, 
« and prejudiced againſt the 
% might bave oblig'd the Court to deſiſt 
from ber Orders. Nothing is mare con- 
« trary to the Continuance and Eſtabliſh- 
« ment of good Cotreſpondenge, than 


„ Diftruſt and maintaining a Squadron, 


* not only at Port- Mabon where it Was 


46 * firſt ſtation'd, but even at Gibralter in 1 


* the 


order'd her Squadron immediately to 
« quit the Mediterranean, and Spain diſ- 


Convention, 
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« the Center of the Spaniſh Coaſts, whete 
<« jt has been conſiderably increas d, and 


« whereit" is only employ'd in interrupt= 
te ing and diſtreſſing Trade, which may be 


, #6; look d upon as one continued Hoſtility.“ 


The Spaniſh Court has no doubt very 
8960 Reaſon to quote the Preamble to the 
Convention: It is indeed à very ſtrong 
Circumſtance in their Favour; for if 4 
good Correſpondence had happily ' fubjifted 
betwixt our Court and theirs to that Time; 
notwithſtanding the many Inſults and In- 
juries we ſuſtaln d, it is very natural fot 
Spain to preſume that ſhe had done no- 
thing to interrupt hit good Correſpondence, 
becauſe it can never be ſuppo#'d that any 
Court would have been ſo tame as to ſit 
under ſuch Affronts, if it had not been 
conſcious that either ſhe or her Subjects 
had deferv'd them. So that by her way of 
reaſoning, the ſending a Squadron to the 
Mediteranean was both idle and unjuſt; and 
the tecalling that Squadron, was only acting 
conſiſtently with our profeſs'd Conduct and 
ſolemnly avow'd Sentiments. But unhap- 
pily for theſe pacific Diſpoſitions, a Part 
in Oppoſition to the Miniſtry got theſe 
Orders tecall'd, I imagine that Poſterity, 
ar even Foreigners at this Day will not be 

i D 2 able 
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able eaſily to comprehend, how it is poſſi- 
ble that a Party in Oppoſition to the Mi- 
niſters ſhould have Intereſt enough to 
render ineffectual a Meaſure that had been 
ſupported by the concurrent Sentiments 
of both Houſes of Parliament: I believe 
they will find it difficult to condeſcend 
upon the Time, when the Intereſt of the 
Court and thoſe of the Miniſter were 
different: Therefore they muſt reaſon in 
this Manger; that either no ſuch Promiſe 
was made of recalling Admiral Haddock 
from the Mediterancan, and that Spain is 
guilty of the moſt infamous Falſhood ; or 
they muſt conclude, that the Miniſtry 
here found the Senſe of the collective 
Body of the Nation ſo ſtrongly oppoſite 
to that of their Repreſentatives, that they 
1 duauurſt not fulfil the Engagements that had 
| been enter'd into with Spain, tho approv'd 
1 of by Parliament. There is indeed one 
Objection to his Catholic Majeſty's Aſſer- 
tion, which is, that the Miniſtry of Bri- 
tain by making ſuch a Promiſe, only 
meaned that Admiral Haddoct's Squadron 
ſhould leave the Spaniſh Coaſt, but did not 
intend that it ſhould leave our own Ports 
of Grbralter and Port- Mabon. If this was 
the Caſe, our Miniſtry have ra me” 
5 3 5 


* 


that 2 from the beginning of; this Ne- 
_ gotiation, had laid it down as a Rule not to 


« the ſecond Article, which i 
immediately [after the Convention was 
e ratify'd, Orders ſhould be diſpateh d to 
Florida and Carolina, that the new Set- 
* tlements and F ortreſſes in Carolina and 
« Georgia ſhould remain in Stats quo, 
till = Plenipotentaries of the two 
% Powers ſhall have regulated their Boun- 

46 ö daries. His f Caso Majeſty on his 
Part, ponctually fulfill'd his 


[11 
acted very prudently, ſince it is evident 


obſerve one Stipulation that ſhe could elude. 
However it is to be wiſh d, that his Caro 
lic Majeſty can give no other Proofs of 2 


Promille on the Patt of the Britiſh Mini- 


- 


„The ſecond Contravention aide Gram 


ſry, than his own bare Aſſertion. 


imports that, 


* ments, while Great Britain delay d 


& their, Execution for four Months, in 


< order to give their Subjects Time to in- 


« creaſe their Collonies, and to build their 


F ortifcations. And even at preſent; 


there is no poſitive Proof that thoſe 
Orders have been given, it appearing by a 


« Letter from the Buke of Newcaſtle, that 
none were ſent on the 2725 of March?” 
This 9 * it to be 


ſuch, 
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auch, is but trifling and incotifidetable, 
The Stipulation of ending Orders to the 
reſpective Officers, is no more but Mattet 
| of Form; all that is meaned by it is, that 
nothing ſhall be done by either Party in 
— of what is there ſtipulated. Now; - 
unleſs his Catholic Majeſty can prove that 
Things did not remain in Carolina and 
Georgia in the ſame Situation they were 
uy his Allegation is falſe and jeſuitical. 
But what tenders this Contravention 
more remarkable is, that in the 
. 892 dn Time three Men of War, toge- 
ther with ſeveral Veſſels carrying Troops 
te and Warlike Stores, were ſent to rein- 
force the Squadron at Jamaica. This 
© Contravention- is pretty much like that 
„ hich happen'd in 1735 in - Florida, 
« where, ' inſtead of ſettling the Bounda- 
, fies by the to Governors as had been 
* ſtipulated, and leaving every thing in 
& Sfatu quo, the Bngliſh! Governor conti 
*- nued to extend his Plantations, and t 
* commit- Hoſtilities againſt oy Bhat | 
4 and the Indian Veſſels of his Catholic 
« Majeſty. It is likewiſe a 
* Vlanee'6f what Happen'd in the Year 
* E al . then . Contraven- 2 
dit FF 


great Reſem⸗ 
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tions of Conventions and Treaties made - | 
< with Sore; 2 7 out cold ih arg 

This Paragraph deſerves ſtill leſs Notice 
than the preceding. We haye indeed 


and ſo complaiſant a Manner, that ſhe has 
Reaſon to be ſurpria d at out ſending fo + 
much as one Man of War to protect our 
own Coaſts, without either her or Frances 
Conſent. As to the Contraventions made 
on the Part of England in the Years 1724; - 
and 173 $ they are entirely foreign to the 
eſent Purpoſe. And it is ridiculous in 
us Cathokc Majeſty's Miniſters to men- 
tion them on this Occaſion. 
The third Contravention con 


fiſts in 
< this, that the Declaration of his Catbo - 
lie Majeſty being agreed upon as the + 
only Means of ſurmounting ſo many 
« diſputable Points, the Terms of the 


e faid' Declaration run as follow, That Y 


© the ſaid Convention may be ſign d, his 


r Catholic Majeſty doth formally declare, 


that he referves to himſelf entire the + 
© Right to be able to ſuſpend 
*© of Negroes, and to diſpatch the Orders. 
e peceflary for. the Execution thereof. in 


* caſe the Company does not ſubmitto pay 


E withia a ſhort Term faxty eight thou- 


fand 


the Aﬀiento + 


[ 24 J. 
* ſand: Pounds, which it hath confeſsd to 
< owe for the Duty on Slaves, according 
* to the Regulation of fifty two Pence 
© per Dollar, and for the Profits of the 
** Ship, the Royal Carolina; and that he 
_ *® doth likewiſe declare, that under the 
* Validity and Force of the preſent Pro- 
* teſt, the ſigning of the above Conven- 
* tion ſhould be proceeded upon and not 
* otherways, becauie it is under this firm 
<. Suppoſition 'that his Carbolic "Majeſty 
* has' conſented to it. Nothing can be 


4-006 imagin'd more ſtrong and expreſs than 


„ this Declaration; and yet when the 
Conferences were open d, the Engi jp 
Plenipotentiaries ſo little regarded it 
< that they contended to preſent a Memo- 
- © rial, — — the Effects taken as 
9 « Repriſals from the Aſſiento Compan) 
s in the Tadies, during the Years ot 
« and 172 5, proteſting that till the Ac- 
e count was ſettled, no Payment of the 
= — eight thouſand Pound ſhould be 
to his Catholic Majeſty, altho it 
« was a ſtated and allow'd Account: Pre- 
* tending againſt all Juſtice to confound 
a. liquidated Sum with one which was | 
Y hor! ſo. His Catholic Majeſty 
6a hw two Sedulas for the Vicerbys of 
| cc Feu 


4c 


had of 4 | 7 
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« Peru and Mexico, immediately to pay 
to the Affiento-Company what ſhould” 


<« be found lawfully due on account of the 
. ſaid Repriſals; and this was indeed all 


% that could be granted. Whereas the 


«« fixty eight thouſand Pounds was a ſet- 
« tled, executive Debt, and payable in a 
« ſhort Time. It was the Bahs and Foun- 
ce dation of the Convention, 4 Condition 
an that could not be eluded, under the Vali-. 
« dity of which, and 10 otherways, the.” 
ce] Ge was fign'd, as it is expreſly- 
<« mention'd in the Declaration 'concerted 
_ « - with Mr. Keene, and notify'd four Days' 
er before the Convention. Whence it fol- 
« Jows, that the Engliſh by their Conduct 
3 eluding this Condition; have broken 
and annulFd the Subſtance and 
« dity of the faid Convention. , 

It would be in vain, ſhould we EIN; 
to elude the Force of this ObjeRion on. 
the Part of Spain, by denying that this 
Proteſt had any relation to the Conven- 
tion. It is but too true that our Plenipb- 
tentiary, agreeing to accept of and 
tranſmit this Proteſt to his on ourt, and 
to the  South- Sea-Company, im plicitly ace 
knowledg'd its Validity. This was Often 
bo in the Bee b = 
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os Convention, and thoſe who diſapprev' d 
of that Meaſure, actually foretold that Spain 
would make Uſe of he very Words con- 
rain'd in this Article. So that I ſhall not. 
examine into the juſtneſs of the Con- 
travention itſelf, but conſider hom con- 
ſiſtently the Gentlemen, who have been 
entruſted with the Rights of this Nation, 
have acted. She 

Mr. Keane was not only Miniſter * 
the Court of Britain, but Agent for the. 
South-Seg-Company ;_ and every Tranſ- 
action of either of theſe Functions ought. 
to have been as diſtinct from the other as. 
poliible. But ſo little does he ſeem to have 
underſtood this, that he has ſuffer d a pub 
lic Meaſure of the one to be interwoven 
with, and abſolutely determin'd by a pri- 
vate Tranſaction of the other. For. it 
appears that the Proteſt of the King -of 
Spain was no. ſeparate T ranſaction from 
the Convention, becauſe it is faid that r 
ABOVE Comnveiiti on 2 be proceeded. Upon, 
Sc. So that it is evident that Mr. Keene, by 
accepting of this Proteſt in quality of Agent 
tor the South. Sea- Company, did a: Thing 
Which he ought in quality of a Plenipoten- 
tiary to have ſtrongly. proteſted, againſt; 
124 if at the Time a . rape bein 
U | ' ener 


* 


F (YS} .. 

enter d by Don Sebaſtian, he had taken 
this Method, he mult in a” great Meaſure 
have been acquitted from the Charge that 
now. lyes againſt him. For no Miniſter 
is to blame for any Proteſt that the Mini- 
ſter of another Power ſhall make, but he 
is to blame, if by accepting that Proteſt 
without entering any Counter-Proteſt, he 
tacitely acknowledges. the Irritancy of 
the whole Tranſaction, in caſe the: Terms 
of the firſt Proteſt are not fulfilled. This 
was evidently the Caſe with Mr. Keene; As + 
Agent from the South-Sea-Company, he was 
to receive every Paper or Propoſal from the 
Court of Spain, that affected the Concerns 
of the Company. He was oblig'd even 
to tranſmit that Paper to the Company; 
but at the ſame Time, as a public Mini- 
ſter, he ought to have proteſted, that the 
Intereſts -of Britain were not to ſuffer 
from any Miſunderſtanding betwixt the 
King of Spain and the Soutb-Sea-Company. 
But his Conduct appears to have been the 
Reverſe of this in every Point. It appears, 
that he admitted the ſixty eight thouſand 
Pounds to be a Debt owing abſolutely by 
the South-Sea-Company to the King of 
Spain, tho it never was own'd as due by 
them, but conditionally, which Conditi- 
ins E 2 ons 
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ons never were fulfill d on the Part of 
Spain. It appears that he did not, as he 
ought to have done, conſider the South- 
| Sea-Company as the principal Party con- 
cern'd in this Tranſaction, but tranſmitt 
to his Court the original Declaration, 
to the South-Sea-Company only a Copy of 
it, which is the ſame Thing as if he had 
f told the Nation that the Court was to 
make an Invaſion upon private Property, 
in caſe they expected to obtain any Terms, 
even the moſt ſcandalous, from Spain. 

If we are to judge of this Proceeding 
both on the. Part of Spain and, our Mini- 
ſters, by the Rules of common Equity, 
there never was any thing more iniquitous. 
Spain, in Conſequence of an arbitrary 
Alteration in her Coin, demand that the 


Hhallance betwixt the Species of Menz. 


according to the Valuation it bore when 
f the Aſſiento- Contract was made, and that 
which it bore when this arbitrary Altera- 
| Ay by pot ſhould 2 the 
| outh-Sear Company to the King of. Spain, 
with a Retroſpect to thoſe Years wherein 
jt had been paid, without any Regard be- 
jog had to ſuch Alteration. At the ſame 
Time, ſhe inſiſted that the Profits pon the 
pip, the _ * ſhould be. ac- 
| counted 


Fay] Bl 
| counted for and paid, when the King of 

Spain was confeſſedly indebted ta them 
for Sums upwards of five times that Value. 
Nothing, I fay, could be fo obviouſly re- 


2 pugnent to all the Rules of Equity, than 


h - theſe Demands; yet ſo fond was our 
Miniſter of entering into a Negotiation, 
tho upon the moſt ſcandalous Terms, 
that he admitted of both Claims in the 
Manner we poſe already ſeen. But as no 
Authority from the South-Sea-Company 
can be produc'd for any ſuch Conceffon, 


it can be look d upon by the World in no 


other Light than as an unauthoritative Pro- 
coeeding, for which neither the Nation nor 
the Company are to ſuffer. The Mini-. 

| er alone, or thoſe who gave him his. In- 
ſtructions, are anſwerable for it; and 


are many Inſtances upon Record, Were 


2 Court or People have refus d to fulfilthe 
Engagements of a Miniſter, when they 
were enter'd into, without any Authority 
from, or againſt the Intentions of, his Con- 
- ſtituents, This whole Tranſaction ought 

do be view'd only in this Light; for if we 
ſhould ſuppoſe that Mr. Keene was autho-_ 
riz' d by the South-Sea-Company. to-make 
any ſuch Conceſſion; or that he had In- 
ſttrustians from his own Court to ou 
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of this Proteſt in the Manner we find he 
did, there is no doubt, but that the Spaniſh 
Reaſoning i in the Manifefto i is Juftand con- 
clafive. 
"When the Conferences were open d, eli 
Engliſh Plenipotenturies were in the Right 
to inſiſt upon the Debt due to the Afſi- 
ento- Company by Spain. But it would 
have prevented a great deal of Diſpute, 
had they enter'd a Proteſt in Favour of 
the South. Sea- Company relating to this 
Debt, at the fame Time Don Sebuſtian 
enter d his. The one Debt, by what 1 
can underſtand, was juſt as liquidate as the 
other, and ought to have been at leaſt as 
executive; and in this Caſe the Court of 
Spain muſt have been glad to have wav'd 
infiſtmg on the Payment of the ſixty eight 
thoufand Pounds, provided our Miniſters 
Had taken Care to have conceiv'd'' their 
Proteſt in as ſtrong Terms as that of 
"Spain was. We are indeed told, in the 
_"Spamſh Reaſons we are now confidering, 
hat his Catholic Majeſty offer'd two Cedu- 

4as upon the Viceroys of Mexico and Peru, 
For the immediate Payment of what ſhould 
be found legally due. But no body is at 
this Time ignorant how ineffectual theſe 
Della are. They occafion ſometimes 
more 


: = 
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more Expences and more Trouble than 
even the Subject amounts to; nor, I be- 
lieve, was there ever any Inſtance of their 
anſwering the Deſign for which they were 
procur d. And indeed, conſidering the 
Nature of the Spaniſo Government and 
their Genius, it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
otherways. The Plaintiff is ſubjected in 
his Suit to a thouſand Formalities and Im- 
pertinencies; the Caſe muſt be rag 


review'd, and every Circumſtance weigh'd.. 
If the leaſt Difficulty occurs, or the moſ 
_ frivolous Objection is ſtarted, the Viceroy, 
whole Intereſt it is to perplex Matters as 
much as poſſible, refuſes to proceed one 
tep farther, till he receives Advice from 
Old Spain. This occaſions a Delay of ſix 
Months; and perhaps when the whole is 
ended, the Plaintiff is adjudg d a Sum not 
cqual to the neceſſary Expences he has hid 
out in the Sollicitation. Beſides, the Wards 
legally due imply, that the Determina- 
tion ſhall, be according to the Forms of 
the Span;/b Court of Juſtice, where the 
| Judges are the Parties concern d. and.muſt, - 
in Caſe any Balance is found d ©, refund 
it out of their own Pockets. ; 3 uh 
"x A, 1 500 of the Ex lik, 
-" "= another Contravention ; for by 
— * eee hang a" 4 


is 


be 
© 71% 


- 


„ 
« the fecond ſeparate Article, this Affair 
e ought not to be debated in the Nego- 
4 tiations, but in ſeparate Conferences.“ 
- This Paragraph is wholly unintelligible, - 
if not falſe: For the ſecond ſeparate Article 
of 'the Convention has nothing in it that 
is applicable to the Debt due to the Sof. 
Sen- Company, and nothing in it that can 
ferye for the leaſt Foundation to any Pre- 
tences of England; nor is there one Word 
in the whole about ſeparate Conferences 
of Negotiations. "I a 
ke ou 5 1 in Ty 
« nce of the former. The Engliſh 
Lo = contre inſiſted to have ir de- 
6e clar'd, that the King bad no Power to 
« ſuſpend the Afﬀiento-Contrae, it being 


A national Treaty, tho' the contrary was 


« exprefly affirm'd in the above-mention'd 
« Declaration, upon the Validity of which 
«the Convention itſelf depends. Muſt 

„ not this convince every body that the 
*© Engliſh Miniſtry, inftead of obliging 
« the Company to pay to the King the 
e fixty eight thouſand Pounds, endeavours 
*to'elade the Payment by Metbods in- 
« conſiſtent with the Convention and De- 
te \claration, and want to oblige the King 
e to pay himſelf out of other Funds, 

8 « and 
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«nd that they have thereby undermin'd 

ce the very Foundation of the Conven- 
< tion.“ 

The Proteſt of Monſieur De la Qua- 
dra is of no ſmall Uſe to his Catholic Ma- 
jeſty upon this Occaſion. By Virtue of it 
he not only has found Means to elude the 
Payment of the ninety five thouſand 
Pounds, but he has found the Means of 
cancelling a ſolemn national Treaty. Not- 
withſtanding his Catholic Majeſty had in 
his own Hands Sums confeſſedly due to 
the South -Sea- Company, amounting to three 
times the Sum mention'd in the Proteſt 
as due to him, yet he muſt be paid the 
ſixty eight thouſand Pounds, otherwiſe the 
Convention, is not only at an end, but 
the Aſſiento Treaty lies at his Mercy. 
The Inſolence of this Claim is beyond all 
Expreſſion, nor is it poſſible to conceive 
any Thing more abſurd. The Spaniſh 
Miniſtry durſt never have ventur'd upon 
it, had they not been encourag'd by a long 
Experience of our Weakneſs, and the 
repeated ſhameful Conceſſions we have 
made in their Favour. The Aſſiento 
Treaty can be ſet aſide by no Contraven- 
tion of the South-Sea-Compeny, unleſs that 
Contra vention is ſupported by the Govern-- 

f F ment 
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ment of England, and the very accepting 
a Paper wherein ſuch a Claim was made, 
is what no Miniſter unſupported by an all 
engroſſing Power at home, can be anſwer- 
able tor to his Country, There are certain 
Acts of .Infolence that are ſufficient Rea- 
ſon for diſcontinuing all future Amity 
with a Court till Satisfaction is given; and 
if ever there was a Time in which ſuch a 
Conduct was proper, it was proper for us 
at that Juncture. 8 A 
The fifth Contravention is their hav- 
« ing directly demanded of the King the 
© Reſtitution of an Eng/i/þ Ship taken 
t ſince the Ratification of the Conven- 
tion, thereby evading. the ſecond ſepa- 
rate Article, which ſtipulates that all 
* Subjects of Diſputes that ſhall happen 
e after the Ratification, ſhall be referr'd 
*.to. the Plenipotentiaries in their Confe- 
eh Lions | 
Nothing can give one a plainer Idea of 
the ruinous Effects of the Convention, 
than this very Article. We ſaw Britifh - 
Ships taken in Defiance of all Laws and 
' Treaties, and navigated in the moſt unex- 
ceptionable Manner. A Sum of Money 
not amounting to the fourth of the Value 
of theſe Ships is to be paid by Spain — | 
Oe | | v 
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what has happen d, and a Convention is 
made to regulate what is to come. What 
was it to regulate? To be ſure the Man- 
ner of the Navigation of Britiſh Veſſels: 
This plainly implys that there is ſome- 
what amiſs as to the preſent Manner in 
which the Britiſb Navigation is carry'd 
on in that Sea, But how is any Britiſb 
Subject in the mean Time, that is during 
eight Months, to know, let his Caution be 
ever ſo great, whether he is not liable to 
Confiſcation? For it is plain, there is ſome- 
what doubtful. Therefore no Man of 
Common Senſe, during that Time, will 
venture one Shillings-worth of Effects on 
board a Britz/þ Ship in thoſe Seas, there 
being nothing more plain than that the 
Spaniards: may very fairly ſeize them. 
They have nothing to fear. If it ſhall be 
found they have acted wrong, they have 
only to repay about one fourth of the 
Value; and if the Plenipotentiaries ſnall 
find they have been in the Right, all is 
their own. 80 that on the Whole, the 
Convention was an abſolute Permiſſion fit 
the Spaniards to plunder and rob us durin 
eight Months. The Reader need o 
caſt his Eyes upon the above Article to de 
convinc'd of this. An Engl Ship is 
Mach“ F 2 taken 
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taken by the Spaniards againſt all colour 
of Juſtice, and when Satisfaction is de- 
manded, the Spaniardi tell us that we can, 
by the Convention, have none till the Ple- 
nipotentiaries hall examine into the Le- 
gality of the Capture, which cannot be 
ſooner than in eight Months. Not to inſiſt 
upon the Abſurdity of impowering any 
Plenipotentiaries to judge -what are, or 

What are not the Rights of a free People, 
zs it to be imagin'd that a Spaniard and 
an Engliſb Plenipotentiary, if the latter is 
an honeſt Man, can be of the fame Senti- 
ments with Regard to Matters of Proper- 
ty? Have we not had then Experience of 
two hundred Years to convince us they 


cannot? If they cannot, what becomes of 


the Satisfaction which. the Owners of the 
Capture is to have * the e 
es?: 
The Gxth ane coofilts:in 
e its being agreed, that the laſtructions 
* for the Plenipotentiaries ſhould be ſent 
e in, fix Weeks, and it was eight before 
England ſent any to hers.” | 
This is ſo wiling that no Anſwer need 
be made to it, and indeed no Anſwer can 


95-4 properly be given, but by thoſe who were 


| ſary d with iſluing.chele Inſtructions out. 
” Aen. 


* having order'd Reſtitution to be made in 
happen that in Conſequence of theſe 


« Orders, a Part, or the Whole, was re- 
c ſtor'd, the Sums thus paid ſhould be de- 


e paid in the Terms of four Months, 
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. « Amongſt other Things mention d 
e here, it may be proper to take Notice 


of the Diſtruſt which the: Engliſb Mi- 


« niſtry has expreſs d towards his Majeſty, 
* tho "bis Majeſty: has given a fine Ex- 


4 * ample of 2 in the fourth Ar- 

* ticle of the Convention, in which an 
% Eſtimation being made of upwards of 
* fix. or ſeven Veſſels, and By Value 
« compriz'd.in the ninety eight thouſand 
« Pounds, it is there ſaid: That the King 


* the Indies. for theſe Ships, if it ſhould 


F< ducd out of the ninety five thouſand 
« Pounds. As this laſt Sum was to be 


it 
* follows that his Catholic Majeſty left 


the Account of theſe Ships to the Diſ- 


poſal of his Britanic Majeſty, without 


” —_ any Security for the Payment, 


* and entruſted the Value of them to the 
e Generoſity and Diſcretion of that Mo- 
* narch, without fixing any Term.“ 
Nothing can be more ridiculous than 
this Article; every body knows very well 
ths his Catholic Majeſty could have Ad- 


yice 
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vice from the We/?-Indies, whether Re- 
ſtitution was made for theſe Ships or not, 
ſooner than the Term of the Payment of 
the ninety five thouſand Pounds com- 
menced. Therefore there is not the leaſt 
| Ground for ſuppoſing. that his Catholic 
1 Majeſty had truſted any thing to the Ge- 
neroſity of Britain. If the Money was 
paid in the Indies, Don Thomas had nothing 
to do but to ſtop out of the ninety five 
thouſand Pounds as much as the Money 
already paid amounted to. Beſides, the 
Spaniſh Miniſters know very well, that 
not one Shilling either had been, or would 
ever be paid in the Meſt- Indies, But grant- 
ing it had, the whole Sum, according as it 
was liquidated by the ſubſtracting Pen of 
our Commiſſaries, could be no more than 
what every rich Merchant, every Day 
gives Credit for to his Correſpondent. But 
we ſhall leave this Trifling, and enter into 
a Point of more Importance, and indeed 


the only one that ought now to be conſi- 


der id betwixt us and Spain. 11 55 

e The ſeventh Contravention is the 
<« Pretenſions of the Engliſb, who inſiſt 
c upon a free Navigation in the American 
Seas; claiming it by the Laws of Na- 
tions, by Treaties, and by the fifteenth 
* 7 | 15 Arti- 


39 
Article of the Treaty of 1670. This 
« is a plain Infraction of the firſt Ar- 
« ticle of the Convention, where it is 
« expreſly ſtipulated, that the reſpective 
<« Pretenſions of the two Crowns ſhall be. 
<« regulated according to the Treaties. 
« which are there ſpecify'd. Inſtead of. 
« that, a diſputable Claim is here inſiſted 
ce upon as a clear and unconteſtable Right, 
« to decide which, all theſe Treaties muſt 
ce be review'd and maturely examin'd, by 
« comparing them together, that their. 
« true Senſe may be found out, and not 
te that partial Senſe which every Party af- 
« fixes to them as beſt ſuirstheir Intereſts,” 
| Reparation for paſt Injuries from the 
Spamards, was no doubt extreamly to be 
wiſh'd for, but that Reparation was but a 
poor Conſideration when put in the Ba- 
lance with our future Security from Inſults 
and Infractions of Treaties, For this 
Reaſon the Parliament of Britain, without 
determining the Method in which our 
Merchants were to be redreſs d, found by 
t heir Reſolutions what their clear and un- 
doubted Rights of Navigation in the Ame- 
rican Seas were, They found that they 
conſiſted in the very Reverſe of all that is 
here inſiſted on by Sparn, arid 2 
tions 


[4] 
lutions upon this'Head ought to have been 
regarded prior to all other Conſiderations 
whatſoever. Nor ought any- Plenipoten- \ 
tiary to have accepted of Inſtructions | 
that referr'd to a future Deciſion, thoſe 
Rights which the Parliament of Britain 
E had already found to be juſt and inherent 
to the Nation. By ſuch a Conduct, they 
aſſum'd to themſelves a Superiority of 
Judgment over the Parliament, and by 
pretending to explain Treaties already can- 
vaſs'd by the Parliament, they committed 
the greateſt Indignity to the Senſe of the 
Nation that can be imagin d. But at the 
ſame” Time it muſt be own'd, that after 
our Government had by a ſolemn Act 
ſubmitted the Senſe of theſe Treaties to 
to the Deciſion of Plenipotentiaries, the 
Spaniards had very good Reaſon to inſiſt 
upon the fulfilling of this Article. Be- 
cauſe tho' the Senſe of Parliament ought 
to have been a Direction to our Court, it 
cannot be preſum'd to have any Influence 
with that of Spain. However, as the 
Convention is now at an end, and as the 
Arguments contain d in this Manifeſto and 
Reaſons are probably thoſe which their 
Plenipotentiaries would have made Uſe of 
wane — Affair came under their Cogni- 
ſance 


o 


2 « in Pebruaty 1 19; 5 he could 2.4 


ow! 3 there nfiſted upon 


« demanded in all their Reilations. 


„ ] 
Cancs? we ſhall conſider it as «PointaQu- | 
ally in Depengance at preſent. 


«- This was the proviſional Anſwer” 


« which the King made to the Memo- 
„fals which the Exg ie Miniſters" gave 


« other, ha vin referr'd the Necifion 
«all Points of Navigation' and — Ne 


„ to his Plenip tentiarics. ' The "Britiſh 


tion, and demanded, that it ſhouſd not 
Anterrupted during the Conferences 
«by the 8 amfh Guetta Coat. The 
„King aid, That it ſcoulil nut be Inter. 
" 1 in " DiRance of Treaties, Eng- 
Land, without regarding the Conyention, 
*. peremptorily demanded that without any 


« ſich” Examination, her *Navigation | 


«ſhould be free in all ' the Kirierican Seas, 
e Where ſhe has no other free Navigation 
** according to" Treaties, bit the Liberty 
« of paſſing and repaffing to her own 


2 Coldtics” according to Swe, Be is ſtipulated | 
ce With the States neral: And th is 


exactly what che States General have 
"As 
Kn „ eis is the material Point, it may be 
„** to explain it clegrly' and Lyn 
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161] 
with - the Claim afterwards ede "by « our 
Pleniporentiarics. | : ADAM.” 

The ei Article of che 'Preaty of 
«. Uyrerebs imports, that the Eng Navi. 
« gation in America ſhall- remain vn the 
« fame Foot it was in during the Reign 
c of Chars II. It is certain that in that 
« Reign the fundamental Laws of the 
Kingdom prohibited all Strangers from 
© entering into, or trading with the Spa- 
. nth Weſt-Indies:' By the fame Article; 
a Anne obliges herſelf to obſerve, 
and even to guarantee thoſe fundamental 
” Laws; fo fo far was ſhe from pretending 
to any thing, e e dn, = 
6 the dg of her Subjects 
& and — from their 
„ This was all that theſe Laws: 
« and all that was practiſed under Charles 
« II. The ame Queen obligd herſelf 
« to obſerve and guarrantee tie Bounda- 
« ries fix d at that Time, and even t fe- 
4 ſſtore ſuch of them as-ſhould' be ſound 
5© to have been encroach'd upon, to their 
ancient Footing, all which has never yet 
c been done; and from thence 
the preſent -Diſputes about new Colo- 
10 „Nen 2 Der men., uſurping 
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* Territories, and even iin mhols 


ſter of a Veſſel to obſerve ſuch a Courls as 


quently, that the Freedom of Navigation 
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5 Iſlands,” 

The Court of Spain is pertainly 5 in * 
3 Part of this Paragraph. 
Neither the Parliament nor the Nation of 


Britain, ever pretended to any Privileges 


of Navigation in America, farther than 


thoſe ſtipulated by the Treaty of Utretcht, 
and thoſe Treaties therein confi med. The 


Right of Navigating unmoleſted to, and 


from, our own Colonles in. America, is the 


Sum of all the Reſolutions preſented by 
the Parliament to his Majeſty on that 
Head; but the Point of Diſpute bet wixt 
Spain and us, lyes in her pretending to re- 
ſtrict the navigation of our Veſſels to a 
certain Courſe; whereas we inſiſt, and 
juſtly to, that it is impoſſible for any Ma- 


ſometimes not to be oblig d to fail within 
what they call their Latitude, and even 
ſometimes to make their Coaſts. Conſe- 


is deſtroy d by their ſeizing any Ships not 
actually — * in their Ports and Har- 


bours. * to what is advanc'd in the latter 


Part of the laſt Paragraph, it nnn 
ann preſent Queſtion. 
4 * is now advanc'd is par by 


[+5] 


ie the Stipulation. with the States Gene- 


© ral in the 31/ Article of the Treaty 
* of, ese in 1714. There his Ca- 
i tholic Majeſty oblig d himſelf to re- eſta- 
*«,bliſh and maintain the Navigation and 
5 Trade in the ſame Spaniſh Indies, agree- 

able to the ſame fundamental Laws of 

<« Spain, which abſolutely exclude all 
0 foreign Nations from entering into, or 
© trading with them, both theſe being 
**, reſery'd td the: Spaniards: alone: And 


©. the States General likewiſe promiſe to 


4 Navigation to their own, Colonies, and 


* afliſt his Catholic Majeſty in enforcing 


the Obſervance of this Article. In for- 
J mer Treaties with them, it is only ſti- 


* pulated that they ſhould have a free 


10 not to thoſe Seas inclos d and compre- 
« hended by the Spaniſb Dominions, 


£© which form the $ 22 Indies, from 
* which the Treaties very juſtly exclude 


their entering into, and trading with. 


For as both theſe are prohibited in Ports 
.* and Harbours, and as they have no Co- 


ce Jonjes, the Situation of which requires 


* their ſailing thro' theſe Seas, the pre- 
.<* tended Liberty of Navigating there, 


4 
of = 


« tends o a 2h 3 the illicit Com- 
- ial ich the Engh/þ * N ny 


4 


146 
„yd on; a Commerce already too great 
ec 24d they themſelves on xk f 
ce them yearly many Millions; a Com- 
ce 'merce contrary to all the Rules of Equi- 
ty, prejudicial to the Trade, allowꝰd and 
% common to all Nations, and in ſhort, 
ruinous to his Catholic Majeſty's Domi- 
* nions,” | 4 vr 48 ; f N A 88 . 
This Paragraph is partly anſwer'd al- 
ready; we never diſputed any Facts con- 
tain d in it, tho they here happen to be 
very wrong apply d. For if the Spaniſb 
Reaſoning is good on their Side of the 
Queſtion, that becauſe we have no Colo-—- 
nies to or from which 'we are to fail, near 
to their Dominions, it holds equally good 
for us if the contrary of this is true. 
That it is true, has not only been prov'd 
at. the Bar of both Houſes of Parliament, 
but is evident to any Man who looks into 
a Map of America, and canfiders the Si- 
tuation of the Spaniſb and Britiſh Colo- 
dies there. If the Engliſh carry on an 
illicit Trade in the Spaniſh Weft. Indies, it 
is not by any Allowance from our G- 
"vernment; and if ſuch a Trade is attended 
with Impunity, the Spaniſo Governors 
alone are to blame for their Corruption, 
Ad Connivance at Mm. „ 
n It 
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* ſhould ſtrike their Flag to them on the 
ct ſaid Seas, but allume a Power of grant- 
ring Permiſſion for them to fiſh in it, and 
„making them pay for that Liberty, 
How can they who form Pretenſions ſo 
ce ill grounded upon the European Seas, 
which, are only in common to them, 
ce with other Nations complain, when the 
cc Sheniards do, nothing in America but 
in reful to abandon. the Seas, the Coaſts 
* of which they alone poſſeſs; to an arbi- 
« pitrary Navigation, Without taking 
« Precautiops againſt 2 conteaband an 


a: 27 Trade Carr Wei in the _ 
8 1 icit / ra 4 Carry d 0 — * 
| , Doin the, le Object H this 
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 ſuce, of Ignorance and Weakneſa —4 
: body is ſo little acquainted with the 3 
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ſtory of Eurbpe, as not "to know that the, 
Engliſp pretend to no Sovereignty. in the. 
European | 1 55 but what is ace ec by. 
Treaties or the Law of Nations. But che 
1e Advocites have long infiſted u 
one Argument which is here Hhifited at. 
They fa y that they pretend to do no 
more in r than all Nations, even 
the Engli/b do in Earebe; and that is to 
ſecure their own Coaſts: againſt carrying 
on” a clandeſtine Trade. But this is a 

groſs Miſtake, ' for all Nations in Europe 

te a mutual Intercbürſe of Trade, lh 
the” Prohibition of certain Commodities, 
therefore every Nation has a Right to ke 
Care that theſe Commodities ſhall never 
be exported nor imported, and their coaſt- 
ing Veſſels have à Right to viſit every Ship 
they | ſulpect to have ſuch Commodities on 
Board, Beſides, chere are certain By-laws 
of Navigation, Which, for the i 
Feng of our Ship ping and Sailors, 
we abſolutely to de co ply'a with. But 
the Caſe is 5 different with Regard to 
Anerita- There,” od Nation whatſo- 
ever, (ſetting afide the. South-Sea-Trade) 
Gn have” any Intercourſe with one an- 
others Settlements ; conſequently. it can ne- 


ver be preſum'd, that they can have” on 
* Board 


[49] I 
Board Commodities that are prohibited.to 
exported into theſe Settlements. In 
= if a Ship of another Nation, 
withgut / ſuffering. Streſs of Weather, or |: 
for ſoche pther, evident Cauſe, is found in * 
a Spaniſh Port, her very being there ſub ?: 
es be r to Confiſcation. Nay, tho it has 
often happen d that Britijb Ships, have 
been fore d by ſome Accident or other to 
put into Sham;fb Ports there, and have been 
confiſcated, yet our Goverment, has alwiſe 
been 10, ayerſe,.to encourage any Pretexts,, 
be they ever ſo juſt, for our Ships to put 
into Spaniſh Harbours, that we never heard 
of 2 90G; conſiſcated in theſe Cu cum- 
ſtances, being Mary teclaim d. 80 
that, in effect, as Court of Spain takes 
care to be honeſt! ſerv'd by her Officers, 
it is next to impoflible that ſhould ſuf. » 
ter. by « eee Trade. 
What has been ſaid above, is farther 
« vproy'd by the 154 Article of the | 
* Treaty +>. which they quote; " | 
&« in the Beginning of that Article 3 it is 
* 4 That each of the contracting Par- | 
s. ſhall have and retain the Lordſhip of 
Ke 7 the Narrow Seas, and the freſb Waters | 
in America belonging to them. Then 6 
co SUI are not free, and there are ſom s 
„14 H 2 « real 


* . 


„ | 
« xeal Lordſhips which their Sovereigns 
« ought to enjoy exclufively-of all others. 
“ Conſequently, the Worde, Free Naviga- 
e tion, ought to be underſtood in no other 
«Senſe n as it is limited at the End 
<< -of the ſame Article; ve. when nothing 
js committed contrary to the natural 
genſe and Diſpoſition of the foregoing 
« Articles.” And as the eighth Article pro- 
_ ©*- hibns the Subjects of either of the two. 
= contracting Powers to faił to, or trade in 
© the Dominions of the other in the faid 
Muſtern- Indies, it then follows, that the 
4 fſaid Free Navigation is reſtricted to the 
Territories belonging to one or other of 
the two Kings, and that the Treaty 
c excludes all Navigation and Commerce 
* in the Dominions and Seas of the 
cc ther. n eng A Fail " 
All that Spain can make of the 1 5 
Article of the Treaty 1670 is, that ſhe 
bas a Right to the Lordſhip of the Narrow 
Kas belonging to ber own Territories“ 
This, if any thing, ſhe muſt mean b) 
bringing this Article in her own Faveur, 
But her having the Lordſhip of certain 
Narrow Seas, will never juſtify her claim- 
lag an excluſive Sovereignty of all the 
American Ocean, unleſs the, as ſhe cer- 
3 oF 1 | tainly 


s ? 
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| tainly dogs,- pretend that the whole Ame- 
rican Ocean is no other than the Narrow 
Seas of the Sani Wef-Indies. Beſides, 
5 a ridiculoys Inference that che brings 
by ſuppoſing that the poſſeſſing a Lord- 
— or the Sovereignty of a Sea, gives 
her a Right to poſſeſs it excluſive E all 
other Nations. 
This is the literal, nefaral. * true 
<« Senſe of theſe Treaties, and this | is what 
« is intended by the Words Free. Naviga- 
« tion. As often as England ſhall get 
1 them examin'd by her Miniſter in Con- 
Ms with thoſe of Spain, as it was 
10 agreed: by the Convention that the 
« ſhould, he will find that ſhe has no jof 
« Grounds of Complaint, or of granting 
* Letters of Repriſal, which ought to be 
founded upon a Denial of Juſtice. 
* And ſince ſhe has infring'd all the Arti- 
« cles of the eue cup and as ſhe has 
< ſet. the Example to the King of Spain, 
* who would not have fign'd it but under 
* the expreſs Terms of the above-mentj- 
© on'd Dec ation, and the Proteſts therein 
contain d, the Denial of Juſtice can- 
< not be imputed to Spain but to Eng- 
tt land, who by her poſterior Contraven- 
2 tions above N has eluded and 


* « 'annull'd 
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46 annulrd the Convention, from which; 
a 5 0 the aboye Contraven- 
* tions, neither of the Parties can depart, 
10 becauſe it being forrn'd by a common 
BY Conſent, the ſame 1 is requir'd to fon 
cc it. * 

There is ſomething pretty een 
towards the Beginning of this Paragraph. 
His Catho/ic Majeſty's Miniſters could not 
be ignorant, that the Parliament of Great 
Britain had already determin'd the true 
Senſe of theſe Treaties, yet we find them 
very modeſtly afferting here: that their Ple- 
nipotentiaries and ours together (were the 
Matter to be left to them) would find in 
them a quite diftereft Senſe. I believe 
very tew People at this Time doubt of 
that Truth; we have ſeen many Inſtances 
to confirm it. 

Sßbain ſays very juſt y, that Letters of 
Repriſal ought to be founded on a Denial 
of juſtice. But there is ſomewhat ſur- 
prizingly abſurd in the Induction of Rea- 
ſoning that is drawn from this. The 
Spaniards ſuppoſe, that before the Con- 
vention was concluded, the Exgliſb and 
they were perfect good Friends, without 
reflecting that the Convention, which ac- 
Fording fo themſelves is but a conditional 


õtipu 
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Stipulation, being broken, no Matter by 
which Party, Things'return to the ſame 
State they were in before it was made. 
Now, I believe no body, not the Spani- 
ard themſelves, can doubt that Juſtice 
was deny d, or unreaſonably delay d; for 
that too is a good Foundation for granting 
Letters of Repriſal. Even the Spaniards 
themſelves cannot aceuſe Britain of any 
Injuftice in taking this Step; ſhe herſelf 
farniſh'd the Handle, for-ſhe before-hand 
expreſly declar'd the Convention 10% fatto 
void upon the Terms of her Proteſt not 
being fulfilled: Theſe Terms were not 
fulfilled by England, and conſequently the 
Convention was as if it never had been. 
Spain, at the fame Time, by that very 
Convention, own'd that ſhe had wrong d 
Great Britain, who had long born her 
Inſults, and ſuffer d her Injuries to paſs 
unreveng d. What is to follow next? 
Great Britain is to throw her Eye back 
upon that Stipulation in the American 
Treaty, by which, in caſe of an abſolute 
Deaial, or unreaſonable Delay, of Juſtice, 
ſhe has Right to grant Reprifals Hence 
it is evident, that the 7nfolent Exorbitancy 
of Spain gave Britain a juſt Handle for 
acting as ſhe has done. The fame inſo- 
| lent 
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lent Exorbitancy, had our Miniſters had 
Senſe enough to know their own Intereſt, 
might have juſtity'd our Government to 
Allthe World, by breaking with her imme- 
diate] when. they found the Convention 
ins Senſe — the Nation. Whereas, 
= cl to it, by ſoothing the Spani- 
ard into a Belief that it was to be grati- 
fied, and aftewards by palliating, vindicat- 
ing and diſguiſing it at home, they let the 
Nation plainly ſee that it was not owing 
to them, if the Spaniards were not gratify d 
in every Inſtance, In ſhort, this inſelent 
Exorbitant has ſavd Great Britain, for 
this very Paper of Spain is a Proof, that 
had our Navigation and Property in the 
eff. Indies been left to the Arbitration of 
theſe worthy Plenipotentiaries, we muſt 
have had à Peace abſolutely contradic- 
tory to the Senſe of Parliament, and de- 
| Augie to the Intereſts of the Nation. 
+ © BEng/and had likewife as few Motives 
© for. Far th her: Plenipotentiaries . to 
* hreak off * Conferences as they did, 
« by their Memorial of the gb of Fly. 


. She likewiſe had no Reale tor mak- 


ing theſe Armaments, nor for urging her 
Neighbours to arm in her Behalf. or 
« ain Bern dd be ready at all Events. 
«© Becauſe 
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ce; - Bun * States, whoſe Tettitofies 
join with her Neighbours, ſeeing ſuch 
<< unſeaſonable and unneceſſary — — 
tions go going forward, would 
< regulate themſelves by their Exdimple, 
680 — on their Parts, to x em the neceſſary 
«. Precautions, tho! to the infallibleDiſtur- 
< bance of the public Tranquility, In 
« this: Event, the bad Con are to 
% be: attributed to thoſe who petſuade, 
ce and thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to be 
< perſuaded. The only View of Eng- 
« land is to maintain and preſerve, by 
Means of her on and her Neighbours 
rms, the unjuſt Uſurpations of the 
Iflands and Territories, which, in Breach 
e of the Treaties of Utretebt, ſhe has 
e invaded; and to ſupport herſelf in that 
** clandeſtine Trade which ſhe practiſes 
* in Prejudice of the - lawful Commerce 
of the Allies of -Spain; whereas, that 
Crown ſeeks only to defend ber Ho- 
< nour againſt the Calumnies with which 
* ſhe is attacked, and to preſetve the Inte- 
<. reſts of her ſelf and ber Allies, by 
* ſerupulouſly. adbering to Treaties, nei- 
<« ther offending nor inſulting any Nation, 
„ and ſeeing with Concern the Attacks 
4 wal England has made 


cc Peace 


upon the 
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ct Peace and Tranquillity of the Public.“ 
All «this Paragraph tends to coax the 
French. and the Durch that they may 
remain neutral in this Quarrel; but the 
Daubing is too coarſe. What Engagements 
the French may have with Spain is yet 
unknown to the Public; but it is impoſſi- 
ble ſhe can have any Pretences from the 
Conduct of Britain, to fide with her in 
this Quarrel. The Intereſt of Britain, 
of France, and of Holland, with Regard 
to the Americun Commerce, and com 
par d to thoſe of Spain, are the ſame; the 
ſame mutual Prohibitions ſubſiſt thro'/ all 
their Treaties with Spain, nor is there one 
Reaſon adyanc id on the Part of Spain a- 
gainſt the free Navigation of the Exgliſb 
in America; which is not equally applica- 
ble againſt that of the French, the Datch, | 
the x mg and every * ation . has 
Poſſeſſions in America. [4 
But there is nothing more — then 
chat, were the other Nations of Europe 
to claim, as the Spaniards do, a Right of 
ſearching Ships upon — open Seas, not 
one of them could live at Peace with an- 
other. Nay, tho we were to ſuppoſe that 
p proceeded to Confiſcation —— Fa | 
their Keul in the Ship thus ar unt 


Commodities peculiar to the Colonies of 


the Searchers, yet even that muſt occaſion 


eternal Animoſities and Difſenfions. Thus, 
unleſs England had . to Terms, 


which the moſt petty Republic in Euro 
in her moſt deplorable Situation, would 
have diſdain'd, it was impoſſible for any 
F riendſhip betwixt Spain and her to ſub- 
fiſt. If one were to reaſon with himſelf 
how it could happen, that a Nation formi- 
dable by its Power, and impregnable by 
its Situation, could 'S long ſuch In- 
falts and Indignities from one vaſtly infe- 
rior to her in both theſe Reſpects, he 
would be at a loſs to accoumt for fo ſtrange 
4 Patadox, without ſuppoſing an Inability 
fubfiſting in fach a State, which prevented 
Its exerting the real Strength | it poſſeſs d. 
This Inability can ſubſiſt no other Way 


than by Diviſion ; and the only Means df 


reconciling Affections of the M ajority of 
the People to their Governors, is by the 
latter removing from the People all Su- 
picion of their Conduct being under an 
90 or cotrupt Influence. When this 
is done, the Oppoſition becomes but an 
inconſiderable action, unable to diſtreſs 
the Meaſutes of their Governors, and de- 


teſted by the wifeſt 3 * 
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a But if IS aot-dons. the 


_ Government muſt be always embaraſs d, 


no public: ſpirited Meaſure; can take Place, 
and let he Shew. of. Reſolution be ever ſo 


| Ik great, heir Neighbours know that they 


dare not ſtrike one bold Stroke, were it to 


. recover the Rights 1 their Country from 


” — 
wh $4 b 4 


Ruin. nsr! 
This Situation, were.. ay no other 


5 Cauſe, muſt ſoon bring any Country, to 
Ruin. The Appearances, of Vigour are 
0 equally chargeable to this Nation as the 


8 of it. Our Fleet; is now. the 
xrhaps that ever Britain ſaw; but if 


| Fu ted out only for a Parade and to bul- 


ly, it can, ſerye _ nothing but to give 


ow pain, and. all, the World, a farther Con- 


firmation of our Puſilanimity, and to 


convince them, that dhe hi gher the Inſo- 


lence of the Enemies of Baba riſes, the 
leis they have to fear. This a tis 
to be apprehended, i but too much con- 
ſirmi d by the Arrival of the fagu Ships 
in the Bort 22 3 4 Our. Fleet 
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we had paſd the Rubicon, and were tes. 
ſolv'd no longer to continue in our flaviſh i 
| Submiſſions. But inſtead of acting thus © - 

| vigorouſly and wiſely, the only Part K 
the Spaniſb Dominions that ought to have - 
been ſtrongly guarded againſt by our Fleet, -. 
F was left quite naked; and the only Mea. 
ſure that ought to have been proſecuted tk 
by our 19 appears to hae beew 
neglected, 1 9 vs . 4 
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